
 

 

The Romanian Centre of Cross-Cultural Studies  

„A window towards the lost world!”  
 

Newsletter – SEPTEMBER, 2013 
 

„My food is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work!” 

John 4:34 

 

Jesus refused the food brought to Him by the disciples - a food consisting of nutrients that could satisfy physical hunger - in order to 
emphasize that in life, God's will, must have utmost priority. In the same context, Jesus made it clear that, although according to their 
agricultural calendar, there were still four months until harvest time, in reality the fields were already "white and ready for the harvest" 
(John 4:35). In order for the harvest not to be lost in that particular year, the reapers had to change their plans and, with great 
urgency, get out into the field. 
The same admonition is valid for our present time. However in the social calendar followed by our generation, those "four months 
until harvest,” overshadow the Christian conscience, giving them the impression that the work of missions is for a later time. This, in 
a large measure, is owed to the fact that, in the lives of the followers of Jesus, there is a constant dilemma between choosing God's 
will or the natural food that nourishes physical needs. While social stability, material goods, career promotion, along with the constant 
presence of family and friends give us satisfaction in the earthly realm, our eyes are shut to the anticipation of the great joy that 
exists in the presence of Jesus, our Bridegroom. Just a careful glimpse into the heavens will generate the responsibility to earnestly 
wait for and hasten the coming of the Lord (2 Peter 3:12), and to give birth to a prayer like "I want to do Thy will, O God" (Ps. 40:8). I 
met people who do not dare to utter such a prayer for fear of being called to go to Africa. Are you afraid of what would be God's will 
for you? Then, do not stop at this stage, because Jesus said: "Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord 'will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only the one who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven”. 
(Matt. 7:21) 
 

The Commencement of the New 
Academic year   

On Sunday, September 15, we held the 
opening celebration of the new school 
year at the "Lighthouse Pentecostal 
Church" in Constanta. We thank all the 
pastors and leaders of Constanta area, who, together with brothers and sisters from the local church, in a festive atmosphere, 
greeted our students that are coming from all over the country, from Europe and even from overseas. A special guest at the event of 
the school was brother Brad Walz, the chairman of the Missions Commissions from the World Assemblies of God Fellowship, and 
also a missionary in Argentina. Brother Waltz spoke to our students about the reality that in missions, the word "home" is a relative 

term. A detailed article about this message will be published next month in the New Frontiers 
journal. Having him in our "home" on campus on Monday, September 16, brother Brad shared 
with the students the experience he has gained in the mission field and called the students to pay 
the price that the first generation of missionaries must pay in every country, avoiding the common 
pitfalls committed by the pioneer missionaries, and to guard their attitude and character, because 
on these will depend their long term effectiveness in missions 

„Student” ... not a title but an „attitude” 
As of September 10th, our 
first year students joined 
the rest of the student 

body on our campus. A group of eleven young people of 
different backgrounds and academic levels, from various 
areas (a student from the United States, another from Greece, 
three from Italy) add to their class' diversity, giving it a special 
note of unity. Among the contributing factors that support the 
unity of this class we can identify the particular way in which 
every one of these students, understanding God's will to be 
workers in the Great Harvest, gave up a promising social 
future, for the purpose of preparing to go into the missions field. In the first three days, the students were carefully assisted by the 
local leadership team being presented with the plan for their spiritual, academic and missionary formation, offered by our school. At 
the same time, they had the opportunity to get familiarized with our facilities on campus, and the way they can make use of them. At 
the end of these days of orientation, we concluded by emphasizing that, at CRST, the term "student" is not a title, but an "attitude". 
An appropriate student attitude says, "I'm here to learn! Please Lord, help me!” And with this attitude, our new students have already 
gone through three modular courses, and will continue until June 27, 2014, when, along with their teachers, they will be happy to 
discover that, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, they have achieved the biblical foundation for cross-cultural missions. 
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Classes on Islam for IInd year 
Beginning with the last week of August, our 
second year students returned to campus 
and during a period of six weeks, they 
completed the International Studies about 
Islam from Romania! The academic 
studies, enriched by the life experiences of 
the teachers, have strongly impacted the 
lives of our students. The first two weeks of classes were taught by brother Mark G. who, for 13 years, was a missionary to 
Bangladesh. He shared how his life was threatened by a member of al-Qaida and how God, after revealing him this plot, offered him 
protection. At the same time God gave him the grace of leading the man who was ready to kill him, to Jesus. The next professor was 
brother Hannu L., who told the students about how he got to be sent to prison in Syria, on two different occasions. By a divine 
miracle, his life was spared and now God uses him in the spiritual awakening among the Muslims in the north-west Africa. He also 
shared how in some villages, the mosques remain empty, surrounded by weeds and without windows, while the Gospel entered into 
every home. The third teacher, Georg T., having approximately 30 years of missionary experience in Afghanistan, amazed us by his 
story of being arrested by the Taliban and sentenced to death, along with seven other missionaries. For three and a half months, 
while he was in the Afghan prisons, he had the courage to read the Ingil (Gospel) to the Taliban guarding him, and in the end they 
actually became friends. The attacks of September 11, 2001, changed the decision of the judges and the eight missionaries were 
released. However, prayer and spiritual warfare were not just learned theories for brother Georg, and as a result, these two 
principles were well entrusted to our students also, by his teaching. At the end of the course, two of the students have decided to go 
to Afghanistan for their internship! In the week before the last, brother Dr. Ken Ferguson taught the last part of the course. In addition 
to addressing issues related to biblical approaches to Islam, his long-term service in Jordan, brought to the students' attention the 
degree of suffering of many of our brothers who renounced Islam. Currently, we are in full swing of our last week of the IIS courses. 
Sister Lisa L., with over 16 years of experience in missions among Muslims in the Balkans, is touching on the cultural aspects of 
Islam and on the method of approaching the occult practicing Muslim people. 

Sowing Now, Reaping Later! 
The six weeks of classes included six special days in which we spent time in fasting and prayer. 
Unlike other years during this period, due to the catastrophic events in some parts of the world, 
our intercession focused on what is happening in Egypt, Syria, Pakistan, in Kenya, and the 
missions work among the Muslims in the Balkans. Beyond what is happening outside, we also 
chose to look to what we can do in the land: on one hand, we looked at the way in which we and the students plant our seed in 
missions, and secondly, on how we inspire the local churches to gain and develop a vision for missions, even before we are being 
sent out. Thus, on September 19, for the first time at our school, we instituted the "Faith Promise Pledge". Each student and each 
team member, purpose to believe that on a monthly basis, for a year, the Lord will provide a certain amount of lei that we would give 

to missions. The three brothers in the photo above, representing the 
student’s missions committee, gathered the Faith Promise cards and, to our 
surprise, about 100 euros a month will be given by our students to overseas 
mission. 

CRST`s local team 
This section is included here to up-date you about how things are 
developing, because in our previous letter we requested your support in 
prayer, asking the Lord to bring the right people in our team to contribute 

with their gifts and experience by assisting in our needs for specific works of administration, teaching and pastoral care. This fall 
three new people joined our team - Alin Cuc, as our academic dean and campus pastor, Cornel Olar as manager and Mihaela Olar, 
as our librarian. Mariana Bularda will continue to serve as secretary and treasurer, Ana Hrișcă as our cook and Ina Hrișcă as 
Executive Director. 

Prayer Requests 
At this moment, finding ourselves at the start of the school year we are so thankful to the Lord for each of the students He sent to our 
school for missions training. Being aware of the spiritual battle that is carried at every level, we appeal to you for prayer support. May 
it be that our freshmen students would adjust well to campus life. Pray that the second year students would identify in a genuine way, 
the place where the Lord calls them for long-term mission work. Pray also, asking the Lord to prepare a sponsor for each student 
who is in need. Ask the Lord that the team would receive help in their efforts and that they would be able to inspire the students in 
their preparation for their calling. Last but not least pray for our ministry here at CRST, as we need to be protected from any weapon 
forged by the enemy against us. 

With appreciation, Ileana (INA) Hrişcă – Executive Director of CRST 
The Leadership Board: Gheorghe Riţişan, Rick Cunningham, Ileana Hrişcă 

Allan Lind, Daniel-Ioan Bote, Daniel Bujeniţă, Daniel Hădărean. 
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