
 

 

 

To the directors of evangelical theological institutions in Europe offering Doctoral Studies 

 

Dear Colleagues 

 

On behalf of the European Evangelical Accrediting Association (EEAA) I invite you (or another 

representative of your institution) to the EUROPEAN CONSULTATION ON DOCTORAL STANDARDS 

held in connection with the EEAA General Assembly October 2013. 

In recent decades a growing number of evangelical theological institutions in Europe began to offer 

studies at the doctoral level. EEAA is aware of these developments and decided to provide a 

platform for interaction and exchange of experiences at the European level. 

The catalyst for this initiative is a global three-year process on standards for doctoral studies in 

theology based on evangelical convictions conducted by the International Council for Evangelical 

Theological Education (ICETE). The Accreditation Director of EEAA, Dr. Bernhard Ott, represented the 

European context in this global conversation. The results of this process are documented in the 

“Beirut Benchmarks”, a set of standards based on the European Dublin Descriptors, reshaped in 

evangelical and global perspective (http://www.icete-edu.org/beirut). Additional documents 

released by the ICETE Doctoral Process focus on “Professional Doctorates” and on “Best Practices for 

Evangelical Doctoral Studies”. 

We are convinced that evangelical theological seminaries in Europe could benefit from being part of 

this global concern for high quality evangelical theological training at the Doctoral Level. 

EEAA has no intention to provide accreditation for Doctoral studies. It is our perception that research 

at the doctoral level needs to be conducted in the context of public scrutiny by relating to the 

academic world at large and not by providing in-house evangelical accreditation. 

In fact, those institutions which offer programmes at the doctoral level are normally linked to the 

larger system of higher education through national accreditation or through co-operations with 

universities. 

Nonetheless we are convinced that we all would greatly benefit from an open-minded and critical 

dialogue on theological studies at the doctoral level focussing on opportunities and challenges we 

face in Europe. 

We invite you to participate in such a consultation which will have the following items on its agenda: 

- Getting acquainted with the various doctoral programmes offered by evangelical intuitions in 

Europe. 



- Establishing relations to other schools working at the doctoral level. 

- Discussing the documents of the ICETE Doctoral Process. 

- Looking at different ways of accreditation and standards at the doctoral level. 

- Addressing critical issues such as European doctorates vs. doctorates from other continents (USA, 

South Africa), or Research Doctorate (Ph.D.) vs. Professional Doctorate (e.g. D.Min.). 

- Comparing opportunities and challenges in different national contexts. 

- Exploring future networking and cooperation. 

You may suggest additional items for this agenda. 

 

Dear colleagues, we will be pleased to welcome you at the EEAA Doctoral Consultation, October 

23/24 at Theologisches Seminar Rheinland, Wölmersen (Germany). The Consultation begins 

Wednesday 23/10 with dinner and ends Thursday 24/10 with dinner. 

 

With best wishes 

On behalf of the EEAA Council 

Dr. Bernhard Ott 

EEAA Accreditation Director/Convener of the EEAA Doctoral Consultation 

bernhard.ott@atticstudio.ch 

 

For registration go to our website http://eeaa.eu/ga2013/ga2013-registration/ and select the 

"Registering for Doctoral Consultation" option. 

 

All participants of the Doctoral Consultation are kindly invited to participate also in the EEAA 

General Assembly which begins with lunch on Thursday 24/10 and ends with lunch on Saturday 

26/10. 

Further information on the EEAA GA you find at: http://eeaa.eu/ga2013/.  

 

 


