
 

 

Providing a unique focus 
on educational issues related to global 

Quick facts 
British 

PhD 
The qualification will be a 
British PhD degree, awarded 
by LST through Middlesex 
University 

Dissertation 
based 

The degree will be awarded 
entirely on the basis of a 
100,000 word dissertation 

No 
residential 

requirements 

No courses. No exams. No 
need to live in London. 
Supervision by email and 
Skype. 

Online 
resources 

Online course work available 
for those with no educational 
background. Access to digital 
library resources. 

Local 
supervision 

Possibility to enhance 
research that is contextual 
and not tied to Western 
educational perspectives 

This PhD programme focuses uniquely on contexts of theological 
education, aiming primarily at educational theories and practices that have 

theology as their main subject and adults as their main audience. 

Transforming theological 
education through scholarship 
London School of Theology is building on the success of its 
theological education programmes at postgraduate level 
(PgCert, PGDip and MA in Theological Education) and of its 
well established research department to provide doctoral level 
studies to a global audience with a unique focus 
on educational issues related to theological education.   

This unique opportunity of doctoral research will contribute to 
meeting the need for scholarly engagement with educational 
issues in both theory and practice in many theological colleges, 
in theological education networks and theological accreditation 
agencies.  The aim of the PhD programme is to nourish 
intellectual leadership and resources for schools across the 
globe in order to deal with urgent questions of educational 
renewal and strategic thinking. The absence of residential 
requirements and the possibility to appoint supervisors 
internationally favour the development of contextually located 
scholars in theological education.  

Typical applicants will be leaders or faculty in theological 
colleges, seminaries, Bible college movements and emerging 
forms of theological education as well as leaders in 
international theological education networks and quality 
assurance agencies. 
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Examples of research 
areas: 
• Nature, purpose and contexts of theological 

education  
• Contemporary educational debates applied 

to theological education 
• Historical models and new models of 

theological education 
• Spiritual formation and character education 
• Leadership and management in theological 

education 
• Curriculum design in theological education 
• Educational delivery forms, including 

distance learning through educational 
technology 

• Educational philosophy applied to theological 
education 

• Local histories, theories and practices of 
theological education 

 
A PhD presupposes original work at a high level 
of scholarship in a specific topic within one or 
more disciplinary areas. 

 

 

LST’s research in theological education is led 
by Dr. Marvin Oxenham and by Prof. Andrew 

Wright.  In addition to internal supervisory 
expertise, global supervisors will be sought as 
required through networks like the ICETE and 

the Overseas Council. 

For information contact 
• Marvin Oxenham, Programme Leader education@lst.ac.uk 
• Sandra Khali, Research Programme Administrator sandra.khalil@lst.ac.uk 

London School of Theology, Green Lane,  HA6 2UW, United Kingdom  Tel: (0044)1923 456 162 
 

 

Theological education is about both theology and 
education, but when compared to the abundant 
scholarly research in theology, relatively little is to be 
found on the educational side of the equation.  The 
educational theories and practices undergirding 
theological education worldwide have in fact been 
considered for many years to be a settled – or 
uninteresting - issue and this has entailed that the 
curriculum, teaching and delivery styles, assessment 
approaches and even the leadership and 
management patterns are often simply replicated 
across the world from post-Enlightenment European 
and American models.  

This approach is inadequate both because these 
models are changing due to the increasing 
complexities of globalization, massification and 
fragmentation but also because the models 
themselves stand in need of contextualization into 
local educational realities. Further changes in socio-
economical models in the wider society and the 
technological advances such as the new frontiers of 
online learning, demand that colleges deeply engage 
with educational theories and practices undergirding 
theological education. All this entails the need and 
urgency of critical research into the educational 
dimension of theological education. 

Applications 
• Intake every year in October and 

January.  Normally begin contact 2 
months before.  

• For fees click here.  Applications for 
scholarships are possible. 

• Entry qualifications are normally a 
good honors degree (in theology or 
related subject).  A second M level 
degree will further equip you for 
doctoral studies. Students with no 
educational background may audit 
MATE modules. 

• IELTS score of 7.0 or equivalent 


